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WOW Workshop Outline - All Ages Worship
Goals: 

To define and get a flavour of all-ages worship by hearing about a few different worship services.  

To affirm by sharing our thoughts on the value of all ages worship.

To share memorable experiences of all ages worship and what made it work (essence /characteristics). 

To share ideas for creating / leading multigenerational worship specifically.
1.  Introduction and sharing stories of all ages worship.

10 minutes planned

(took  20 min +)

All Ages worship defined to include : all the places and ways and groupings that people across their life span, engage in worship.

Includes multigenerational or intergenerational : the times when our whole community gathers together for worship, youngest to oldest. Some congregations do that every Sunday for the first part of the service when young people join them. Sometimes they join at the end of a service. And some congregations do a whole service all together,  now and then.

All ages worship also refers to the many different age groupings that engage in worship, like young children engaging in the Spirit Play program  in class time,  or children’s chapel, youth, or young adults worship. It refers to rites of passage like coming of age and bridging ceremonies (youth to adult).  All ages worship may also take place outside Sunday mornings, at a Solstice ritual at someone’s house or a park, or youth worship taking place at conferences. 

Several people invited to come forward and tell about their experience with these worships.

Tim - Children’s Chapel.   Robbie - youth and young adult worship.    Dianne -a multigenerational worship service - Beltane

2. Why is it important for us to engage in all ages worship?

 
6 min
What is the value of  worshiping as a multigenerational community.

(Took 10 +)

Asked to reflect in silence a moment (to acknowledge learning styles that need time to think first.) Then share a thought. 
3. Small group work time.  Form 4 groups. In group, go around the circle and share an experience of all ages worship that was meaningful or memorable for you. Try to identify the essence of what made it meaningful / memorable? Can be one part of a service or a whole service.  When finished this, take a few minutes to brainstorm answers to a question - specifically about multigenerational worship. Share afterward with a gallery walk. (Place flip chart paper around on the walls and give time to walk around and read / interact.)

Because some have varied experiences with all ages worship and some have little experience, groups were formed to spread out those with experience evenly across the groups. (Show of hands and numbering off those people first.)

Do group work. (See below for format of sheet and additional question.)

Format of sharing memorable moments of all ages worship, recorded on flip chart paper:

Meaningful / Memorable moment

where it happened


essence

Additional question on multigenerational worship specifically. Only one question per group. 

1) Brainstorm ideas for how music and sound can be used in multigenerational services.

2) Brainstorm ideas for how to invite multi-sensory experiences into worship: thinking about touch, taste,  visual and auditory senses, body / movement.
When groups complete, hang up sheets, walk around and read others.

Return to the large group and reflect on learnings, surprises, etc. for a few moments.

Planned time for group work: 25 minutes.  Took 20 min. aprox. and no time for gallery walk. Posted sheets to view informally over lunch. Was already running into lunch time. 
Group work seemed to generate meaningful sharing and holding up of positive worship experiences.  Specific questions on multigenerational worship also seemed to generate sharing of creative ideas. (The current plan is to email to the participant group a summary of the rich content generated by the group. See attachment.) 

3.  Considerations for multigenerational  worship. 
Refer to a written list of considerations on flip chart, touching briefly on some points. (List available if interested.)

Refer to resources available for multigenerational and all ages worship.  Internet resource sheet included in the binder of what’s given to participants. 


Planned for 10 minutes. Closed instead in a minute for lunch.

